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MEMORBANDUM FOR: Execatlve Director-Compirolier

BUBILGT « COwearolnssification and Declessification
af Informaiion

1o This romnorandds 1o for youy Inforination only.

2. Purssant ta your vogoest for a reviow of oux current poesture
on the problems of vverclassification and declassification, 1 have asked
the Intra-Agenny Security Committes to hold meetingd and address

jtpelf to thege two problerns, They have reviewed them againat a
backdrop of growing Congreasionzl intevrast in this area.

3. Cn the problem of overclassilication, the Cowanittee hax
developed a draft of g proposed Hotlce which includes definitions of
the Defense ¢laspification cptegories aud suggested guldelines ou the
classification of infermation, The thought is that such &n unclassified
Notice would serve as a ready reference for the Clasaification Oificers
of the Agency. However, in view of the apparont imminence of the
issuance of a revissd Executive Urder we are nwow covsidering & ware
goneral Notice on the subject of overclassification which can be aug-
monted i ediately after the iosaance of the CQrder with such specific
provislons as are appropriate, '

4. Executive Crder 10831, as amended, upon which our
regulations ave bhased, proscriben the following policles and
procadores for the declassification of classified material:

Bection 4. "When classified {nformation or
material no longer veguires its present level
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ol protection in the defense Interast, it shall

brex ﬁownbrzxdm{ er declasaified in order to
protect ihe effectiveness and inte. geity of the
classiflration eystem and to eliminate clas i -
feations of information or walerial which no
longer requive classification proteciion, Heads
4 Liegm'tmmm oF ageacies orijinating classified
smaterizl or Information ghall designate personsg
to Le responsinle fop continalag veview of such
cmsm&i*d Infszination ne material on a documente
by wdocument, category, project, proagram, or
othar systematie basis, {or the purpmw of
declassilying or dowas grading whenever national
defenso wwmamiwms perrait and {or raceiving

rosuests for such roview from sl #ouress, ¢
STATINTL 4

Our Ageney Regulatis m_ providen that “"Clagsified information
or material shall be reviewod oo a cordinuing basis for the purpose of
determining the cucsrent appropriatetess of fchm clessification assigned
with & view to d%law*iicanma or reclassification where appmf:srmw. "

5. Io the years dovm sedistely following the prom welgation of
Executive Crder 10501 (1953 ¥ there was & formal program of clasei-
fication review, It resulind feumn the nocessity to wpgrade o declaasiry
all RESTRICTRD matoriad beosuse thal uiawziim&iam wasg elimingted,
This change cavged » z*avww regulting in the downgrading of a sule

stanstial lw».i:g of doswaents, The program functioned within the
classification cantrol urxiw sek, established by the Agency as the

repnlt ol Lxecubive Crder 10501, Ree fasaification bulletine ware
issued regalarly by the CIA Clagsification Con drol Oificer (o the
Otfics of Central Roference fOLR) There wos little intorest in the
reclasalfication bulleding or in the waster reclagsiiication {iles
maintained in GCOR, By tho ca rhy 19408, the reclassification
procens, costly la terms of year npowar, was constrained to the
polat of virtual disappearance nh& Centval Reference Service
{{opruerly OCRY continues to ‘.i minam and {ile the fow reclassi-
lication soticas received feom uthep agancing, The Ceatral Top
BSegret Gontrol activity coutinues f‘s' o dssue sembacaual aotlices of
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TOP SETREY docvwmnents which have besn downgradad, Akout 1056 CIA

T documents wore dovagraded n 1971, The wlassificstion Control
Network reaswains active, functionieg larzoly for the bandling of interaal

classification questiony or problems and raspondiog to ad hoo requasts

! woih luternal and external fov tha dovmgeadiag of specific CIA documasnty,
: Gy o effect CIA hao not bad a prograa of "contioning review |
:

for downgrading purpores* for many years probsbly because of the
Lirector’s statutory responsibility for the pEroiection of intelligence
Gourcos and methods and the wontinuiag wie by the Agency of productive
sauprces for extended peviods of time. states AL STATINTL
siasailied information ar matering originated by CiA is considerad of
aw iotelligence nature within the definition of Group 1 above and is
exsluded from antomatic downgrading or declassification,

7o The Agauey thun generally dMusits its dowmngrading and
declassificarion eiforts 1o 2 progeam of reeponding to specific

z regueats. However, the Ayency has reconily undertakes a project
STATSPEC to declassily the Bl biication, "Treands ia Commusist Propaganda”

f and earlier titles in the vevien for the years 1947 o 1966, In addition,
Apency offices have frequently expesded wany manshours in ganitlzging
clasgified docunments tn order 3o permit thelr contents to be disseccinated
in an wnclessifisd form.,

B.  The Intra-Apency Seourily Commiltes has reviewed ou
earrent regulations on declrssificatlon and dawngrading of information,
it has concluded that these regalations are aduguate o Hgkt of the
provisions of the existing Executive Ordoe 10531, Asg noted above,
however, & mintrwen of sscets bave boen expended on this effort {a
; the past yeurs. In view of the apparent inuninence of the issuance
of & revision of Esecutive Crder 1050F, it is the apinion of the
Coommgitter that no new directives on declusaification and downe
grading need be issued af thiz Bme. The Gormunittes has agroed
zhat priccity attestion ahould bo given o the fornulation of directives
oo declesaification and downgrading &% s0on 85 we have adequats
BEUUTERCE A6 Lo Whitt the provisions of the new Dsesutive Crder will
Lo oo that subject. I concur i these eonely gicensg,
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D % Poasible guestions and suggesied answers for use iy the
eveat we become Iavelved in hearings on the classification and
declassification of inforcantiog are cur rently belng developed.

Joun W, Collay
Deputy Diroctos
ine Support
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